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Gen er a l  

The paper was well organised and the quest ions m atched the syllabus with no specific 

difficult y in com parison to last  series. The paper consists of three sect ions designed to test  

candidates’ reading comprehension, writ ing and knowledge of gram m ar.  

 

Sect ion  1 :  Read in g  com p r eh en sion  

 

The m ain theme of the reading com prehension was in relat ion to the topic   إدمان التواصل الاجتماع

‘the addict ion to the use of the social network’. The length of the passage was suitable for 

candidates with different  reading speeds and com prehension skills with the text  being 

designed to test  candidates’ reading com prehension through six quest ions requir ing 

candidates to respond using their own words and writ ing style, based on specific inform at ion 

found in the text . 

 

For Q1a m ost  candidates understood the quest ion and responded accordingly. However, there 

were som e candidates who m isunderstood the purpose of the quest ion and gave an opinion as 

to whether or not  people were happier before the int roduct ion of the World Wide Web, which 

was not  an acceptable response. 

 

For Q1c and Q1d, m any candidates responded well to these quest ions although som e 

candidates m isunderstood the definit ion of certain v ital words that  were stated, such as  مسببات
and, therefore, they were not ,و أعراض  able to provide a suitable response.  Sim ilar  to Q1a, 

some candidates included their own opinions, which was not  a requirem ent , or at  all ir relevant  

to the quest ions. 

 

Q1f had a reasonable am ount  of good responses from  m ost  candidates;  however, very few 

m anaged to m ent ion the return of the role of the Arab fam ily as one of the answers. This did 

not  prevent  candidates from  achieving full m arks as there were seven possible answers to this 

quest ion. 

 

The overall perform ance and response to the quest ions in the reading com prehension were 

good, with responses to the quest ion being varied;  som e were able to answer all quest ions 

and give just ificat ion to their answers while others went  off target . The problem  was m ainly 

due to the inabilit y of som e candidates to ident ify whether the quest ion was asking them to 

give their  opinion or to infer the writer ’s opinion.  The expectat ion of the quest ion was clearly 

indicated in the heading that  the lat ter was the required response. 

 

Sect ion  2 :   Com p r eh en sion  an d  W r i t in g  

 
Par t  On e 

Sect ion two of the assessment sport‘ الرياضة عبر التاريخ   history’ was divided into two parts. The 

first  part  required candidates to read a text  and sum m arise the main points for a maximum of 

10 m arks. The task is designed to test  candidates’ reading com prehension.  

 

Most  candidates presented an accurate sum m ary of the text  that  included all the m ain points. 

However, a fair  num ber of candidates only ment ioned the points relat ing to the Arabs’ interest  

in sport  in the past  and ignored the int roductory part  about  how people today enjoy and 

pract ise sports. Only a few candidates m isunderstood the expectat ion of this quest ion and 

wrote their own opinions about  the im portance of playing sport , rather than sum m arising the 

text .  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Par t  Tw o 

This part  consisted of requir ing a m uch m ore thorough understanding of the text  from  Part  

One. Candidates were required to produce a piece of writ ing based on the theme of the text . 

The m ore successful candidates were those who m anaged to write an art icle for a school 

magazine on the im portance of sport , and how they could persuade the Head Teacher to 

increase the num ber sports lessons in the t imetable.  Candidates who were less successful 

were unable to produce a piece of writ ing based on the theme of the text . Consequent ly, they 

were unable to access the full range of the m arking cr iteria for  this task. 

 

Sect ion  3 :  Gr am m at ica l  u sage 

 

This sect ion m ainly concent rated on the candidates’ understanding and knowledge of Arabic 

gramm ar.  Sect ion 3 consisted of four quest ions with a m axim um , overall m ark of 20. This 

sect ion covered a wide range of gram m at ical concepts and it  was encouraging to note that  the 

overall candidate perform ance in this sect ion showed great  im provement  from  the last  ser ies.  

 

The m ajority of candidates gave accurate answers to Q6;  however, som e candidates lost  

m arks for being over am bit ious with their  answers by giving full responses.  This resulted in 

them  losing whole m arks due to the inabilit y to respond with the required answer to the 

quest ion. Generally, candidates were able to answer all quest ions correct ly and provided 

inform at ion in regards to the m ost  com m on gramm at ical topics, hence achieving full m arks in 

this sect ion. 

 
Gen er a l  adv ice t o  can d id at es 

 

I t  is important  to rem ind candidate that  they should wr ite their  answers in the allocated space 

for each quest ion in the quest ion paper. I f,  due to unforeseen circum stances, candidates m ust  

write outside the allocated space, they should indicate where they have writ ten their  answer 

next  to the relevant  quest ion, for  exam ple, whether on an addit ional sheet  or on a different  

page in the quest ion paper.   

 

Candidates should be rem inded to read the quest ions carefully, and to ensure that  their  

responses are appropriate to the expectat ion of the quest ion.  Answers for the quest ions in 

Sect ion 1 should always be based on the inform at ion provided in the text . 

 

Candidates should avoid writ ing the response for two answers in the answer space allocated 

for one quest ion.  For exam ple, wr it ing the answers for quest ion 2a and 2b in the area 

allocated for quest ion 2b.  

 

Candidates should prepare for this exam inat ion by fam iliar ising them selves with the generic 

requirements of the quest ion paper by pract icing with exam inat ion papers for previous series.  

 

Should candidates require crossing out  an answer and replacing it  with another, they should 

write the new answer below the crossed out  version, ( if there is enough room  in the allocated 

space)  or request  an addit ional answer sheet , and indicate in the quest ion booklet  where the 

quest ion has been answered.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 

link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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